CALLING
COMMUNITY MEMBERS of CENTRAL BROOKLYN NEIGHBORHOODS

(Residents, workers, policymakers, other Leaders, Health Advocates and other Interested Parties)

To AN URGENT COMMUNITY DIALOGUE about
A DEEPENING CRISIS in LOSS of MORE Health-Related Services and Wellness Resources

And POORER and POORER Health Outcomes

Come out on:

Friday, May 25th; 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

At Brooklyn Borough Hall – 1st Floor Conference Room
(All trains and busses to Downtown Brooklyn)

FACTS To Note:

· Upcoming Service Closures
On June 29, 2007 (if NYSDOH gives approval) KJMC will close 2 Health Centers and 1 WIC Program.

These are located at 1110 Eastern Parkway (WIC); 1205-1215 Sutter Avenue; and 333 Knickerbocker Avenue

See page 2 for more information on these centers

· Earlier service losses in Our neighborhoods over the past 2-3 years include:
· 2 Closed Hospitals (St. Mary’s and Brooklyn Caledonian)
· Over 6 Closed Hospital-run community health centers (St. Mary’s, IMC Hospital, Brooklyn Hospital)

· 1 Federally Qualified-330 Community Health Centers (LBJ, IMC)

· 6 WIC Programs (IMC, St. Mary’s, LBJ)

· All Prenatal Care Services (KJMC)

· About 50% of Labor and Delivery hospital beds (IMC, St. Mary’s)
· All Ob/Gyn services from IMC Hospital. Also, there is (reportedly) only 1 certified Ob/Gyn private provider shared by 5 contiguous zip codes.

· Several ACS Child Care centers have closed.

Reasons given for service withdrawals: underutilization and financial distress.

· Poorer Health and Disparities are increasing for all ages from birth to old age in our neighborhoods.

· 4 out of the top 10 CDs for highest rates of infant death in NYC and 6 of the top 10 for Brooklyn in our area.

· Bed-Stuy had a 75% increase in dead babies from 13-23 (’04-’05). Prematurity is steadily increasing.
· Blacks and Puerto Ricans are the only 2 ethnic groups with infant death rates at more than 1½ -2 times that of whites (NYCDOHMH Vital Statistics).

· Highest rates of chronic, degenerate illnesses (heart, kidney, high blood pressure, diabetes, etc.); and

· Earlier and earlier onset of these adult conditions occurring in children/youth.

· Economic Distresses abound to aggravate health problems:

· 50+% black males can’t find jobs; many families can’t earn living wages.
· While ‘Multi-Million dollar blocks’ (the cost to incarcerate our people) exist in our neighborhoods e.g. Brownsville (see 5/14/07 Metro newspaper).

· Increasingly unaffordable rents/threats of homelessness/evictions increase stress and precipitate illnesses.

IT IS TIME TO BE OUTRAGED, TO SCREAM – “ENOUGH IS ENOUGH!”
Towards A Solution: We MUST begin to plan for our Community’s Health

Let’s organize to be pro-active. An Opportunity exists to get our concerns to Governor Spitzer’s Ear on June 6, 2007
SPONSORS AND CO-SPONSORS (List in Formation)
· Brooklyn Perinatal Network (BPN)–Brooklyn Healthy Communities Access Project Consortium

· Caribbean Women’s Health Association (CWHA)/CPPSN
· Center for Law and Social Justice (CLJ) at Medgar Evers College

· Commission on the Public’s Health System (CPHS)

· Committee to Save Our Hospitals (CSOH)

· Downtown Brooklyn Education Consortium (DBEC)/Brooklyn Children’s Zone (BCZ)

· Greater Southern Brooklyn Health Coalition (GSBHC)

· New York Lawyers for the Public Interest (NYLPI)

· Save Our Safety-net Campaign (SOS-C)
For more info call Brooklyn Perinatal Network at (718) 643-8258 ext 26 or e-mail mail@bpnetwork.org.

